
Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

1

Submitted to the
Office of the Governor,
Kentucky General Assembly,
Legislative Research Commission, and
Strategic Committee on Postsecondary Education

December 2004

2003-04
Postsecondary
Education
Accountability
Report



Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

2

Members, Council on Postsecondary Education

2003-04

Walter A. Baker
Steve Barger

Peggy Bertelsman
John P. Davis

Richard D. Freed
Ronald Greenberg

Susan Guess
John R. Hall

Esther Jansing
Charlie Owen
Joan N. Taylor
John Turner

Lois Combs Weinberg
Charles Whitehead

Gene Wilhoit (ex officio)
Ken Winters

Thomas D. Layzell (president)

This report is available electronically at

http://www.cpe.ky.gov/facts/documents/2003_04AccountabilityReport.pdf

The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or
disability in employment or the provision of services, and provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation, including auxiliary aids and
services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to participate in all programs and activities.

Printed with state funds



Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

3

Contents
Introduction ..................................................................................................... 7
Reform Snapshot ............................................................................................ 11
Goals of House Bill 1

Goal 1: A Seamless, Integrated System ..................................................19
A Seamless, Integrated System ............................................................................................... 19

Indicators Related to Seamlessness ............................................................................. 19
Initiatives to Enhance Seamlessness ........................................................................... 20

Distance Learning ..................................................................................................................... 28
Strategic Planning ..................................................................................................................... 32
Funding Adequacy ................................................................................................................... 34

Funding House Bill 1 Goals ........................................................................................ 34
State Level Comparisons .............................................................................................. 37
Institutional Comparisons ........................................................................................... 41

Enhanced Economic Development and Quality of Life ..................................................... 44
Indicators Related to Economic Development .......................................................... 44
Initiatives to Enhance Economic Development ........................................................ 44

Goal 2: University of Kentucky ..............................................................49
CPE Key Indicators of Progress ............................................................................................ 49
Lexington Community College .............................................................................................. 50
Progress Toward National Prominence ................................................................................. 51

TheCenter Rankings ........................................................................................................ 52
NSF Research and Development Expenditures Survey ............................................ 53
Other State and National Accomplishments .............................................................. 53

Research Challenge Trust Fund Programs ............................................................................. 55
Multidisciplinary Excellence in Gerontology and Aging ........................................... 55
College of Medicine Tier 1 Departments .................................................................... 55
Clinical Pharmaceutical Sciences Research and Graduate Training ............................. 56
Molecular Mechanisms of  Toxicity .............................................................................. 56
Excellence in Computer Science and Electrical Engineering ...................................... 56
Graduate Programs in the Department of Chemical Materials
   Engineering and the Department of Physics and Astronomy ............................. 57
Plant Sciences .................................................................................................................. 57
Interdisciplinary Focus in Biological Chemistry ......................................................... 58
Graduate Programs in Economics and Business Administration ........................... 58
Psychology of Substance Abuse and Prevention ....................................................... 59
Expanding the Frontiers of Geography (Social Theory) .......................................... 59
Graduate Student Support Initiative ........................................................................... 60

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○



Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

4
Major Initiatives for 2003-04 ................................................................................................... 60

Goal 3: University of Louisville .............................................................. 65

CPE Key Indicators of Progress ............................................................................................ 65
Progress Toward National Recognition ................................................................................. 67
Research Challenge Trust Fund Programs ............................................................................. 70

Early Childhood Research Center ................................................................................ 70
Institute for Entrepreneurial Research ........................................................................ 71
Logistics and Distribution Institute ............................................................................ 71
Molecular Medicine and Biotechnology ....................................................................... 72

Major Initiatives for 2003-04 ................................................................................................... 73

Goal 4: Comprehensive Universities ....................................................... 77

Eastern Kentucky University ............................................................................... 77

CPE Key Indicators of Progress .................................................................................. 77
Additional Institutional Measures .............................................................................. 78
Program of Distinction ................................................................................................ 79
Collaborative Programs and Initiatives ....................................................................... 81
Major Initiatives for Next Year ..................................................................................... 82

Kentucky State University ................................................................................... 87

CPE Key Indicators of Progress .................................................................................. 87
Additional Institutional Measures .............................................................................. 88
Program of Distinction ................................................................................................ 89
Collaborative Programs and Initiatives ....................................................................... 90
Major Initiatives for Next Year ..................................................................................... 91

Morehead State University .................................................................................. 94

CPE Key Indicators of Progress .................................................................................. 94
Additional Institutional Measures .............................................................................. 95
Program of Distinction ................................................................................................ 96
Collaborative Programs and Initiatives ....................................................................... 97
Major Initiatives for Next Year ...................................................................................100

Murray State University ...................................................................................... 101

CPE Key Indicators of Progress ................................................................................101
Additional Institutional Measures ............................................................................ 102
Program of Distinction .............................................................................................. 103
Collaborative Programs and Initiatives ..................................................................... 105
Major Initiatives for Next Year ...................................................................................106

Northern Kentucky University ........................................................................... 108

CPE Key Indicators of Progress ................................................................................108
Additional Institutional Measures ............................................................................ 109
Program of Distinction .............................................................................................. 112
Collaborative Programs and Initiatives ..................................................................... 113
Major Initiatives for Next Year ...................................................................................115

Western Kentucky University ............................................................................. 116

CPE Key Indicators of Progress ................................................................................116



Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

5
Additional Institutional Measures ............................................................................ 117
Programs of Distinction ............................................................................................ 118
Collaborative Programs and Initiatives ..................................................................... 121
Major Initiatives for Next Year ................................................................................... 123

Conclusion .............................................................................................................................. 126

Goal 5: KCTCS....................................................................................... 127

CPE Key Indicators of Progress ................................................................................ 127
Additional Institutional Measures ............................................................................ 128
Transfer Initiatives ....................................................................................................... 130
Workforce Training ...................................................................................................... 132
Remedial and Continuing Education ....................................................................... 133
Major Initiatives for Next Year ................................................................................... 134

Goal 6: An Efficient, Responsive, and Coordinated System ...............139

Indicators Related to Enrollment and Access ..................................................................... 139
Initiatives to Increase Enrollment and Access .................................................................... 140

Kentucky Plan for Equal Opportunities ..........................................................................140
GEAR UP Kentucky ................................................................................................... 143
Go Higher Web Portal ................................................................................................ 144
University Coordinated Advising Network (U CAN) ............................................. 145
Accessibility of Internet-based Instruction .............................................................. 146

Initiatives to Improve Efficiency and Coordination .......................................................... 147
The Institute for Effective Governance ..................................................................... 147
Collaborative Programs............................................................................................... 148
Statewide Engineering Strategy .................................................................................. 149
Statewide Public Health Strategy ................................................................................ 150

Measuring and Promoting Educational Progress ............................................................... 151
Council Measures of Educational Progress .............................................................. 151

Initiatives to Improve and Assess Educational Progress .................................................. 152
Measuring Student Learning ...................................................................................... 152
Faculty Development .................................................................................................. 153
Teacher Quality Summit ............................................................................................. 154
Responsive Ph.D. Initiative ........................................................................................ 156

Conclusion .............................................................................................................................. 156

Kentucky Adult Education ....................................................................... 157

An Overview of  Progress ...................................................................................................... 158
Charting a Course ................................................................................................................... 160
Increasing Literacy Levels ....................................................................................................... 161
Core Services ........................................................................................................................... 162

Family Literacy .............................................................................................................. 163
Corrections Education ................................................................................................ 164
Distance Learning ........................................................................................................ 164
State-Level Workforce Education ...............................................................................165

Professional Development .................................................................................................... 166



Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

6
Public Information Campaigns ............................................................................................ 167
Judicial Awareness .................................................................................................................. 169
Transitioning to Postsecondary Education ......................................................................... 170
Funding Adult Education .................................................................................................... 171
Delivering Accountability ....................................................................................................... 173

Appendix A: Key Indicators of Progress ..................................................... A-1

Appendix B: System and Institutional Profiles ........................................... B-1

Appendix C: Glossary ................................................................................... C-1



Kentucky Postsecondary Education 2003-04 Accountability Report

7

Introduction
       KRS 164.020(3) requires the Council on Postsecondary Education to
prepare an annual accountability report for the Governor, the Legislative
Research Commission (LRC), and the Strategic Committee on Postsecondary
Education (SCOPE).  The purpose of  the report is to inform policy makers,
legislators, and taxpayers of systemwide and institutional progress toward
achieving the mandates of  the Postsecondary Education Improvement Act of  1997
(House Bill 1).  More specifically, the report provides information about:

•  Progress toward performance objectives.
•  Highlights of  reform initiatives undertaken in 2003-04.
•  Reform efforts to be undertaken the next year.

       This year’s accountability report also includes a section on progress
achieved since the passage of  Senate Bill 1, the Kentucky Adult Education Act.
Passed in 2000, SB 1 created a mandate to improve the educational status of
adult Kentuckians who do not have a high school diploma, who function at
low levels of literacy or who want to learn the English language.  SB 1 also
created a partnership between the Department of Adult Education and the
Council on Postsecondary education by charging the Council with budget and
policy oversight for adult education.  The partnership was strengthened in
2003 when the Department was moved to the Council and renamed “Ken-
tucky Adult Education.”

Structure of Report

     In addition to the chapter on Kentucky Adult Education, the report fo-
cuses on the six goals of  HB 1 by describing how well Kentucky’s
postsecondary institutions and the system as a whole are fulfilling the goals set
forth in the reform legislation.  The report also links the performance of  the
system and individual institutions to the Council’s five questions, which focus
on state needs and guide the key indicators of  reform:

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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1. Are more Kentuckians prepared for postsecondary education?
2. Are more students enrolling?
3. Are more students advancing through the system?
4. Are we preparing Kentuckians for life and work?
5. Are Kentucky’s communities and economy benefiting?

       This report reflects the Council’s desire to meet the needs of  its audience
and fulfill its statutory obligations, including those discussed in the 2003
Program Review and Investigations Committee Report,  Postsecondary Education
in Kentucky: Systemwide Improvement but Accountability is Insufficient.  The information in
this report is organized as follows:

Reform Snapshot: Overall progress toward postsecondary education

reform — State and national data are provided to highlight progress and
to identify concerns in Kentucky’s performance during the first six years
of  reform.  The Council’s five questions, the accompanying indicators and
measures, and their relationship to the mandates of HB 1 are explained.

GOAL 1: A report on progress toward creating a seamless, inte-

grated system, strategically planned and adequately funded, to

enhance economic development and quality of life — This section
reviews systemwide progress toward Goal 1 and supplies performance
outcomes where relevant.  More specifically, statewide initiatives to im-
prove the transition from high school to college, college transfer, strategic
planning efforts, the adequacy of postsecondary funding, and economic
development are discussed, as well as initiatives planned for 2004-05.

GOAL 2: A report on the University of  Kentucky’s progress in

becoming a comprehensive research institution ranked nationally in

the top 20 public universities — The Council has established goals
related to UK’s quest for national prominence.  UK has additional mea-
sures for strategic planning.  An update on UK’s Research Challenge Trust
Fund programs, an essential part of  reform, is provided.  A description
of  initiatives planned for next year — particularly those addressing UK’s
most immediate needs — concludes the section.

GOAL 3: A report on the University of  Louisville’s progress in

becoming a nationally recognized, metropolitan research university

— This section provides an overview of  UofL’s performance on both
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Council and institutional goals and an update on its Research Challenge
Trust Fund programs.  A description of  initiatives planned for 2004-05
that will position UofL to attain national recognition and address needs
concludes the section.

GOAL 4: A report on comprehensive universities’ progress in offer-

ing at least one nationally recognized program of distinction or

applied research program, and in working cooperatively with other

institutions to assure statewide access to baccalaureate and master’s

degrees of  a quality at or above the national average — Kentucky’s
six comprehensive universities are charged with providing access to quality
programs at the baccalaureate and master’s level, developing at least one
program of distinction, and implementing cooperative programs and
activities with other postsecondary partners. This section reviews the
progress toward these objectives by Eastern Kentucky University, Kentucky
State University, Morehead State University, Murray State University,
Northern Kentucky University, and Western Kentucky University.

GOAL 5: A report on the progress made by the Kentucky Commu-

nity and Technical College System (KCTCS) toward ensuring access

to a two-year course of general studies that transfers to a baccalau-

reate program; providing the training necessary to develop a

workforce with the skills to meet the needs of new and existing

industries; and providing remedial and continuing education to

improve the employability of citizens — KCTCS plays a critical role in
providing associate degrees to students wishing to transfer to a baccalaure-
ate program and those seeking workforce, adult, and continuing education
at the sub-baccalaureate level. The system’s progress in increasing access
and upgrading Kentuckians’ skills is discussed, as well as future activities to
address needs.

GOAL 6: A report on progress in providing an efficient, responsive,

and coordinated system of autonomous institutions that delivers

educational services comparable to the national average — Kentucky
made great strides in increasing access to postsecondary offerings in 2003-
04.  This section focuses on current and future initiatives designed to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of  the state’s postsecondary
system.
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Kentucky Adult Education: A report on progress in addressing adult

illiteracy in Kentucky.  Since the passage of  SB 1, the Commonwealth
has made signficant progress in improving and expanding adult education
services.  More students are participating in adult education programs, and
more are advancing on to postsecondary education.  This section outlines
progress made in addressing adult illiteracy, as well as challenges ahead.

APPENDIX A — The Council’s Key Indicators of  Progress in 2003-04
provide information on system and institutional performance.

APPENDIX B — A system and institutional profiles provide additional,
comparative information on Kentucky’s colleges and universities.

APPENDIX C — A glossary defines unfamiliar terms and clarifies
metrics for enrollment, graduation, retention, and other indicators.

       In 2004-05, the Council staff will, among other initiatives, update the
public agenda , and the benchmarks (key indicator goals) that enable the
Council to carry out its accountability role as defined by HB 1. The Council
actively seeks the input of the Governor, legislators, other policy makers, and
the general public throughout this process.


